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Introduction. Generation of composite materials with addition 
of sawdust is considered. The wood component of the compo- 
sites is treated with water to enhance the surface roughness. 
This increases the contact area resulting in intensifying the 
sawdust — polymer fibers interaction. The work objective is to 
study the possibility of strengthening composites obtained from 
sawdust. 

Materials and Methods. Samples are made of composite mate- 
rials based on the unsaturated polyester resins, reinforced with 
wood chips. Water treatment was carried out at room tempera- 
ture for 2, 4, 6 and 8 days. Then the samples were tested for 
bending and compression. 

Research Results. As a result of testing the samples, changes in 
their mechanical properties were recorded. It is determined 
how the bending and compression resistance depends on the 
water treatment time. Graphs that reflect these dependences are 
constructed. 

Discussion and Conclusions. After water treatment, the com- 
posites reinforced with sawdust show a higher resistance to 
bending. This is due to the increased roughness of the sawdust 
surface and, as a consequence, to the extension of the surface 
area adhesion with the composite base. Besides, the water 
treatment enhances the specimen resistance under compression. 
The samples created on the basis of large sawdust come into 
particular prominence. This is due to the formation of holes on 
the sawdust surface which also enhances the adhesion between 


them and the composite polymer base. 


Keywords: wood fibers, sawdust, polymer, composite materi- 
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Beedenue. PaccMaTpuBatoTca BOMPOCbI CO37aHHA KOMIMO3HIIM- 
OHHBIX MaTepHasloB C WOOaBsIEHHeM peBecHBIx OmMIOK. JIpe- 
BeCHad COCTABJIAIOMIat KOMMO3HTOB OOpadaTbIBaeTCA BOOM 
JIA YCUIICHHA WIepOXOBaTOCTH MOBepXHOCTH. ITO yBesIM4MBAa- 
eT MIOWab KOHTaKTa, BCJICCTBHe 4ero yCHJIMBaeTCA B3aH- 
MOJICHCTBHe MeXxK]Y OMMJIKAMM UW BOJIOKHaMH TosMMepa. [lesb 
YccueqOBaHHA — W3y4eHHe BO3MO2%KHOCTH YIPOUHeEHHA KOMIIO- 
3HIIMOHHBIX MaTepHasIOB, MOJIYYEHHBIX 3 OMMJIOK. 

Mamepuaioi u memoooi. OOpa3itbl W3rOTOBJICHbI 43 KOMIMO3HT- 
HbIX MaTepHasIOB Ha OCHOBe HECHACHIIIeCHHBIX TOM IPUpPHBIX 
CMOJI, ADMHPOBaHHBIX JIpeBeCHOM CTpy2xKKOH. OOpadorka BOON 
IIPOBOJW1acb Ip KOMHAaTHOM TeMIlepatype B TeyeHHe 2, 4, 6 u 8 
WHeu. 3aTeM OOpa3iibl MpOxOTMIM UCIbITaHuA Ha U3rHuO U CxKa- 
THe. 

Peszyibmamol ucciedoeanusA. B pe3yibTaTe UCIbITAHHM OOpa3ilOB 
3a(HKCMpOBaHbI W3MCHeHHA MX MeX@HHYecKHX CBOLCTB. Onpe- 
JesIeHO, KAKUM 0Opa30M COMpOTHBIIeHHA U3ruOy U MpouHOcTU 
IIpH CKaTHU 3aBUCAT OT BpeMeHH OOpabdoTKU BOON. Iloctpo- 
eHbI rpaduku, OTParkarolllve yKa3aHHble 3aBUCMMOCTH. 
Oécyacodenue u 3ako4eHua. Tlocne oOpaOoTKH BOOM KOMMIO- 
3HTbI, APMHPOBaHHble JIPeBeCHbIMU OTIMJIKaMH, JICMOHCTpH- 
Py!OT OosIee BbICOKYIO CTOHMKOCTb pu u3rHOe. DTO OOBACHA- 
e€TCA YCHJICHHEM IIepOXOBaTOCTH MOBeEPXHOCTH OMMJIOK UH, Kak 
CjI€ICTBHe, YBeIM4YeHHeM IMOBEPXHOCTH CIleIJIeHHA C KOMIIO- 
3HTHOM OCHOBOM. KpomMe Toro, oOpadoTKa BOOM TMOBBbILLMAeT 
CTOMKOCTh OOpa3ll0B Mpu cxKaTHH. OcoOeHHO 3aMeTHO yiIpouHs- 
FOTCA OOPA3IIbl, CO3JAHHbIe Ha OCHOBE KPYIHbIX OMMIOK. ITO OOb- 
ACHAeCTCA OOPa30BaHHeM yrstyOJIeEHHM Ha TOBeEPXHOCTH JIPeCBeCHBIX 
OMMJIOK, YTO TakoKe YCHJIMBaeT ajlre3HIO MexKAY HAMM UV TOsIU- 
MepHOM OCHOBOM KOMIIO3HTAa. 


Kor0ueBble CJI0Ba: JpeBeCHble BOJIOKHA, OMWJIKH, MOuMMep, 
KOMIIO3HTHBIM MaTepuali. 
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Introduction. Composite materials based on polymers reinforced with various impurities are widely used in 
modern production practice. Major advantages of wood impurities (sawdust, chips) are their economic cost and availa- 
bility [1, 2]. 

To determine ratios of the sawdust wood fibers, a vibrating unit with a nest of sieves was used. In the end, 
three volumes of sawdust (5 mm*, 25 mm*, 120 mm”) were selected [2, 3, 4]. Through the experiments, the samples 
were subjected to three types of load (pressure, shear, and bending) to determine the effect of the sawdust volume on 
the strength characteristics of the composite materials. 

In 2001, samples with wood filler were subjected to the tests, the purpose of which was to determine the quali- 
ty of adhesion between fibers and binder. The results suggest that reinforcement with wood fibers increases the material 
[3]. 

In 2002, during the experiments, wood and wood fiber was chemically treated using MAPP (maleated poly- 
propylene). It was found that these samples have higher tensile and flexural strength [5]. 

In 2006, tests were conducted on the surface treatment of NaOH and CICH2COOH wood. The experiments 
have shown that such an effect enables to obtain high values of tensile strength [6]. 

Within the framework of this study, it is planned to demonstrate the practicability of the chemical treatment to 
improve the properties of the composite materials. 

Materials and Methods. Wood sawdust (5 mm*, 25 mm’, 120 mm’) [1] was treated by water at room temper- 
ature for 2, 4, 6 and 8 days. 

100 g of sawdust was placed in a plastic container covered with | liter of water and left for 2, 4, 6 and 8 days. 
Then the water was drained, and the mass was covered with distilled water for an hour. After that, the sawdust was re- 
moved and dried in the oven for 24 hours at 110 ° C. Further on, all tests were also conducted at room temperature. 

Research Results. 

Metering of weight loss of processed sawdust 

10 g of sawdust of different volumes (5 mm*, 25 mm’, 120 mm’) treated by the method described above were 
used. After processing, the samples were examined under an optical microscope. 

In this case, the weight loss of sawdust is equal to the weight difference before and after processing. The 


weight loss ratio is calculated as follows: 
WoW 





=W%, 
I 


where Wp is the weight of the fiber sample before processing (g); W, is the weight of the fiber sample after treatment 
(g); W% is percentage of the weight loss (Fig. 1). 
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Fig. 1. Dependence of sawdust weight loss on time of treatment by water 
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The graph shows that 120 mm’ sawdust does not lose much more weight than 25 mm’* sawdust (the difference 
is about 4%). If we compare sawdust of 5 mm’ and of 120 mm’, the weight loss of the latter is 8 times higher. At this, in 
all samples, weight loss depends directly on the treatment time (the longer the test, the less weight). On exposure to 
water for long, some solubles go into the liquid, so, after washing and drying, the material weighs less. 

In the succeeding experiments, three composite samples were considered. For that, sawdust of various volumes 
(5 mm’, 25 mm’, 120 mm’) was impregnated with 10% polyurethane ether and mixed well. Then, a hardener was add- 
ed, and the mixture was poured into dies. Polyester was 90% of the total mass of the sample. 

Bending test of composites 

For the tests, samples of the composite material of 8 x 15 x 160 mm according to ASTM D 790 [7, 8] were 
prepared. 

Resistance to bending was measured at three points. Fig. 2 shows samples of the composite material reinforced 


with sawdust before the bending test. 





Fig. 2. Samples of composite material reinforced with sawdust before bending test 


Resistance of the specimen to bending (MPa) is determined by the formula: 
3-P-L 
oe a ed 
2-B-t 
where P is load force (#7), L is the sample length (mm), B is the sample width (mm), ¢ is the sample height (mm). 
Compression test of composites 


For the tests, samples of the composite material of @12.7 x 25.4 mm were prepared. Resistance was measured 
under the compressed condition. The load was applied until a rupture occurred. 


Samples of the composites reinforced with sawdust and prepared for testing are shown in Fig. 3. Resistance to 


compression (MPa) is determined by the formula [9]: 


d : ; 9) 
where P is compression force (#/), F is c/s area (mm_’). 





Fig. 3. Samples of composites reinforced with sawdust before compression test 
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Bending test results 
Fig. 4 shows that samples made of 5 mm? sawdust are more resistant to bending. 
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Fig. 4. Change in resistance to bending against specimen treatment time 


Maximum bending resistance (230.88 MPa) was shown by the sample with 5 mm’ sawdust after treatment for 
two days. The sample of 25 mm? exhibited maximum bending resistance (98.6 MPa) after the eight-day treatment. The 
sample of 120 mm?* exhibited maximum bending resistance (194.55 MPa) after the four-day treatment. 

The increase in bending resistance in this case 1s explained as follows. Under the treatment with water, the 
roughness of the sawdust surface increases, and the area of interaction with the base expands. Thus, the adhesion be- 
tween sawdust and polyester is strengthened and, as a consequence, the strength of the samples increases under bend- 
ing. 

Compression test results 

The samples from sawdust of 5 mm° are weaker in compression (compared to the samples of sawdust of 25 
mm? and 120 mm” (Fig. 5). 
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Fig. 5. Change in compression resistance depending on specimen treatment time 

The peak value of compression strength (156.67 MPa) is shown by the samples with 120 mm? sawdust treated 
within four days. This is due to the fact that under the water treatment, holes appear on the surface of larger wood saw- 
dust. This leads to the increased adhesion between the sawdust and the basic polymer, and enhances the compression 
resistance of the composite. 

Discussion and Conclusions. Testing of the composite samples reinforced with wood sawdust and treated 
with water allows for the following conclusions. 

1. Samples of 120 mm’ sawdust lose more weight than samples of sawdust of 5 mm? and 25 mm’. 

2. Sample weight loss depends directly on the water treatment time. 


3. Under treating samples with water, the first sharp increase in bending resistance is observed for two days. 
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4. Maximum bending resistance (230.88 MPa) was shown by the sample with 5 mm° sawdust. 


5. Maximum compressive strength (156.67 MPa) was performed by the sample with 120 mm° sawdust. 
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